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Electronic waste finds a new home with local Melbourne recycler

The Challenge 

E-waste or electronic waste is one of the 

fastest growing waste streams in the world. It 

includes products such as televisions, 

computers, laptops, mobile phones, monitors 

and cables; most types of electrical products 

that have ceased to be of use to their owners. 

A total of 30-50 million tonnes are disposed of 

annually, around the world. 

In Australia it was estimated in 2009–10, that 

109,000 tonnes of televisions and computers 

reached their end of life. This annual figure 

represents approximately five kilograms of 

television and computer waste generated per 

person. Only 10% of this was recycled. The 

remaining amount was stockpiled or sent to 

landfill1.  

Electronic goods don’t pose a threat during 

their use, however the disposal and treatment 

of e-waste at the end of life must be 

considered to ensure toxic materials don’t 

pose a threat to human health and the 

environment. Australia’s National Television 

and Computer Recycling Scheme aims to 

increase the recycling of these two products, 

with a target of 50 per cent, rising to 80 per 

cent in 2026-272. 

The Solution 

A Tech Recyclers are a local Melbourne 

business, operating within the City of Kingston 

that re-processes and recycles e-waste. They 

have been operating for just over 2 years and 

have expanded over that period. They are 

addressing a gap in the market by collecting e-

waste that would otherwise have been sent to 

landfill. Their major market is the education 

sector and they currently work with up to 100 

schools across Victoria.  

 

Obsolete computers and cables from the education 
sector ready for re-processing or recycling. 

A Tech Recyclers generally collect e-waste for 

free from clients. They prefer larger loads 

(such as the image above) to offset their 

transport costs.  

Once goods are received by A Tech Recyclers, 

they evaluate each item to check if it can be 

re-used. If so, they sell through wholesale or 

retail markets. If a product isn’t re-usable, it 

may be broken into parts for re-use or 

recycled. A Tech Recyclers have relationships 

with a number of metal recyclers in the 

region. 
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AT CSIRO WE SHAPE THE FUTURE.  

We do this by using science to solve 
real issues. Our research makes a 
difference to industry, people and 
the planet. 

A Tech Recyclers also offer a data destruction 

service for clients concerned about their data 

security. A report is provided to the client 

once goods are processed. 

Benefits of ASPIRE 

A Tech Recyclers have recently joined ASPIRE. 

The benefit they foresee is to make new 

connections with businesses they haven’t yet 

worked with and generating new clients from 

the industry sector. 

They have also found ASPIRE has been 

excellent for helping them engage with their 

local council, City of Kingston. In particular 

this helps information about their services 

travel via word of mouth.  

“I estimate we collected around a 
football field of electronics last year. 
People really don’t know where to 
take their electronics. Our business 
fills that gap and ensures electronic 
waste is reused and diverted from 
landfill” 

Tiko Gawin, Founder & Managing 
Director, A Tech Recyclers 
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1. The National Television and Computer Recycling 

Scheme – Operational Review 

https://www.environment.gov.au/system/files/pages/

1de81785-ce48-4671-8182-

9f1d9490b5ce/files/operational-review-national-

television-and-computer-recycling-scheme.pdf 

2. National Television and Computer Recycling Scheme 

– product weights and recycling targets  

http://www.environment.gov.au/system/files/resource

s/677d48ee-f53d-426c-a42b-

04f9b19749d9/files/factsheet-national-television-and-

computer-recycling-scheme-recycling-targets.pdf 
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