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Family business improves collaboration opportunities with ASPIRE 

The Challenge 

Metals are readily recyclable, however within the 

commercial and industrial sector, some 

companies do not recycle their metals which 

means metal resources are being sent to landfill.  

PF Metals are a scrap metal recycling company 

based in Melbourne. They accept a variety of 

metal based waste streams such as; automotive 

parts (not complete vehicles), electrical goods, e-

waste, plumbing waste, aluminium and metal 

based building and demolition items. 

PF metals have also extended their e-waste 

collection to include batteries. In Australia, fewer 

than 6% of all batteries are recovered. Almost 70% 

are landfilled1. The remaining fate of Australian 

batteries (excluding lead acid batteries) is either 

stockpiled, reprocessed or exported.1 Batteries 

are also the most commonly disposed of 

hazardous waste from households2. This is 

undesirable given batteries contain hazardous 

materials and the potential for leachate from 

landfill. It is also a missed opportunity as a 95% 

recovery rate can be achieved when batteries are 

recycled3.  

PF Metals have unique recycling capability in 

Australia, with their new battery recycling 

program recovering copper, aluminium and steel 

onsite.  Metals such as lithium, manganese, cobalt 

and nickel are recovered by a third party in Asia.  

PF Metals can receive used lithium-ion (Li-ion), 

nickel metal hydride (NiMH) and silver oxide 

batteries.  They accept these free of charge at 

their facility in Campbellfield. 

 
Aluminium scrap 

The Solution 

PF Metals have a number of options for collecting 

metal and battery materials: 

1. Members of the public can drop off scrap 

metals which are weighed and cash is paid 

immediately. 

2. PF Metals have 1-3m3 bins that they locate with 

companies by arrangement. PF Metals empty and 

rotate bins as required. 

3. PF Metals also purchase scrap metal resources 

direct from smaller scrap dealers. 

“ASPIRE helps open the door for 
you to collaborate. Every time I 
ring someone from the ASPIRE 
site, I let them know I found their 
details on ASPIRE.”                   
Manny Papadopoulos, Buying 
Manager, PF Metals 
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AT CSIRO WE SHAPE THE FUTURE.  

We do this by using science to solve 
real issues. Our research makes a 
difference to industry, people and 
the planet. 

Benefits of ASPIRE 

As at the time of writing, PF Metals have not yet 

had a successful resource transfer with another 

ASPIRE company, although they are working on 

securing their first collaboration. Despite this, PF 

Metals have received benefits simply by being 

active on the ASPIRE website and making useful 

connections with other ASPIRE companies. In 

some cases, the only reason PF Metals were able 

to meet face to face with another company was 

because they mentioned they found them online 

in ASPIRE.  

“We have had opportunities to 
engage with companies that have 
only come about because of our 
involvement in ASPIRE.”  

“Without being a member of 
ASPIRE, we wouldn’t have been let 
in the door.”   

Manny Papadopoulos, Buying 
Manager, PF Metals 

 

 

 

 

 

Every business on the ASPIRE site needs to pass a 

registration process. Companies on ASPIRE are 

typically engaged and interested in seeking new 

resource inputs or waste alternatives. This sets 

these companies apart from other, less 

sustainable companies. The quality of the 

businesses registered on ASPIRE is high.  

The networking opportunities ASPIRE has 

provided PF Metals have been very useful. For 

example, some companies will have equipment 

recycling needs in the future. As a result of PF 

Metals contacting them they now have a future 

solution for their one-off, large scale metal 

resource recovery needs.  
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